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PREFACE

This manuseript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews conducted
for the Oral History of Iran Program of Foundation for Iranian Studies by Akbar Etemad
with General Hasan Alavi-Kia in Paris, France, in May, 1383.

Readers of this Oral History memoir should bear in mind that it is a transcript of
the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and editor sought to preserve the
informal, econversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. Foundation for
Iranian Studies is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein.

The manuseript may be read, quoted from and cited only by serious research
scholars aceredited for purposes of research by Foundation for Iranian Studies; and
further, this memoir must be read in such place as is made available for purposes of
research by Foundation for Iranian Studies. No reproduction of the memoir either in
whole or in part may be made by microphoto, typewriter, photostat, or any other device.
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

General Alavi-Kia was born in Hamedan in 1913. He came from a
learned, religious family. He lost his father at an early age, but
was Influenced by his father's friends, among whom were a number of
poets and intellectuals.

General Alavi-Kia graduated from the Officer Training College.
He received his command early after graduation. He later studied
law. He joined Section 2 under General Pakravan's command. When
the intelligence operations in the country were re-organized to form
SAVAK, he was appointed deputy to General Bakhtiar, the first chilef
of SAVAK.

General Alavi-Kia was ideally situated to witness the creation
of SAVAK and to participate in the establishment of its structure.
He was a participant in many intelligence gathering operations as
well as some counter-espionage activities. He was also closely asso-
ciated with various chiefs of that organization and was in a position
to know their personalities, their approach to their mission, their
inter-action with other personalities, as well as their relationship
with the Shah,

General Alavi-Kia's memoir sheds light on the gradual transfor-
mation of the organizations dealing with intelligence gathering and
internal security and the personalities which contributed to this
transformation,
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